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TOWN  OF  PONOKA 


(REVISED  MARCH,  1961) 


1.  LOCATION 


Northwest  quarter  of  4-43-25-W4  in  Census  Division  No.  8, 
Ponoka  is  63  miles  south  of  Edmonton  and  130  miles  north  of  Calgary,  on 
the  Canadian  Pacific  line  from  Edmonton  to  Calgary.  The  Battle  River 
runs  through  the  town. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

2,646  ft.  Latitude  - 52|40  Longitude  - 113|35 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Mean  summer  temperature  - 54.6  deg.  P. 

Mean  winter  temperature  - 24.4  deg.  F. 

Mean  yearly  temperature  - 36  deg.  F. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 17  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  - 39.3  inches. 

Average  total  precipitation  - 13.07  inches. 

Note:  The  foregoing  is  estimated  from  data  obtained  from  the 
nearest  weather  station  and  covers  a 32-year  period. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  underlying  rocks  in  the  Ponoka  district  are  silkies  and  sand- 
stones which  were  deposited  in  lakes  and  deltas.  They  are  thus  fresh 
water  in  origin,  and  are  several  hundred  feet  thick  in  that  area.  The 
rocks  are  grouped  together  by  geologists,  who  call  them  Paskapoo  Form- 
ation, and  who  give  them  an  early  Tertiary  Age,  which  began  some  fifty 
million  years  ago.  Since  these  rocks  were  deposited,  the  North  American 
Continent  has  been  eroded  and  only  a fraction  of  their  original  thickness 


ONE  OF  THE  MAIN  BUSINESS  THOROUGHFARES 


remains.  During  the  lee  Age,  glaciers  moved  over  this  area  depositing 
on  the  surface  boulders,  clay  and  similar  glacial  deposits.  Many  of  the 
hills  and  smaller  elevations  in  this  area  consist  of  glacial  deposits. 

6.  SOIL 

Climate 

Annual  precipitation  averages  between  17  and  19  inches  and 
droughts  are  rare.  Evaporation  is  lower  and  hot  winds  less  frequent  than 
in  other  zones. 

Profile 

The  normal  profile  has  a black  to  very  dark  brown  surface 
(A)  horizon  that  averages  about  12  to  14  inches  in  depth.  The  more  common 
B horizon  is  brown  to  dark  brown,  and  the  lime  layer  (Bca)  is  usually  found 
at  30  to  40  inches  below  the  surface. 

Fertility 

Soils  in  this  zone  are  the  most  fertile  in  the  province  and  they 
have  in  their  surface  foot  about  3 to  4 times  as  much  nitrogen  and  organic 
matter  as  there  is  an  the  average  brown  or  gray  wooded  soil.  Every  pre- 
caution should  be  taken  to  see  that  they  are  not  allowed  to  deteriorate. 

Vegetation 

Grassland  which  has  been  partially  invaded  by  woodlands 
(mainly  deciduous  trees)  often  referred  to  as  parkland. 

Land  Use 

A high  percentage  of  the  zone  is  arable.  Wheat  of  fairly 
good  quality  can  be  grown,  but  mixed  farming,  including  the  use  of  fertilizer 
when  needed  is  desirable  from  the  standpoint  of  both  profit  and  permanence. 

7.  HISTORY 

The  town  of  Ponoka  derived  its  name  from  the  Cree  Indian  word 
‘‘Ponoka”  meaning  “Black  Elk”.  In  1881  the  first  settlers  arrived  in  the 
district,  the  first  of  these  being  James  Aylwin.  The  following  year  his 
fiancee  arrived  from  the  east  and  they  were  married  by  an  Indian  missionary. 

In  1885,  during  the  North  West  Rebellion,  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Post 
was  fortified  and  was  named  after  the  Officer-in-Command,  Captain  John 
B.  Ostell,  and  called  Fort  Ostell.  In  1891  the  main  line  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  from  Calgary  to  Edmonton  was  completed,  through  Ponoka, 
and  this  brought  in  an  influx  of  settlers. 

The  first  store  was  opened  by  C.  1).  Algar  and  his  son,  F.  E.  Algar 
in  1895  on  the  present  site  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Station.  They 
built  the  first  log  store  in  1895,  which  also  housed  the  Post  Office. 

Dr.  Drinnan  was  the  first  doctor  in  the  district  arriving  in  1900. 

The  first  newspaper  was  published  on  August  27,  1900  and  was 
called  the  Ponoka  Herald,  which  name  still  stands.  The  first  editor  and 
publisher  was  W.  D.  Pitcairn  and  the  paper  was  printed  in  the  Town  of 
Lacombe.  In  1902  he  sold  out  to  Eugene  Rhian  who  operated  it  until  1903 
when  he  sold  out  to  George  Gordon.  Mr.  Gordon  carried  on  as  editor  until 
1937  when  he  turned  it  over  to  his  son  John  F.  Gordon,  who  operated  the 
paper  until  1952,  at  which  time  the  paper  was  purchased  by  the  present 
owners-,  Jamison  and  McLean. 

In  1900  the  first  bank  was  opened  by  Bennett  Armstrong  and 
Company,  from  the  United  States.  This  bank  closed  in  1904.  The  Canadian 
Bank  of  Commerce  opened  a branch  at  Ponoka  in  1903  under  the  managership 
of  R.  A.  Brotherhood.  From  the  years  1900  to  1904  settlers  from  the 


United  States  immigrated  and  settled  around  Ponoka.  Many  still  live  in  the 
district. 

The  first  census  was  taken  in  1904  and  showed  the  population 
of  the  town  as  510.  In  1904  the  town  was  incorporated  as  a town.  The 
first  mayor  was  J.  D.  McGillivray. 

In  July  1911,  the  Provincial  Mental  Hospital  was  opened  in 
Ponoka  when  174  patients  were  transferred  from  the  mental  hospital  at 
Brandon  to  Ponoka.  The  hospital  and  grounds  cover  2,730  acres  of  which 
over  1,400  acres  are  under  cultivation.  During  the  war  the  hospital 
opened  its  own  canning  plant  and  supplied  other  hospitals  in  the  province 
with  canned  vegetables  and  fruit.  The  monthly  payroll  of  the  hospital  is 
approximately  $150,000  and  there  are  over  450  employees. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

The  town  lies  along  the  valley  of  the  Battle  River  with  many 
modern  stores.  The  climate  is  bright  and  refreshing  with  the  evenings  cool 
after  the  warmest  days.  There  are  13  blocks  of  paved  streets  in  the 
business  section  and  all  the  residential  streets  are  treated  with  asphalt. 

Excellent  school  facilities  are  available  in  which  Grades  I to  XII 
are  taught  along  with  vocational  subjects.  Nine  churches  supply  the 
spiritual  needs  of  the  community. 

A covered  arena  with  artificial  ice  and  durafex  concrete  floor 
takes  care  of  winter  and  summer  sports.  There  is  also  a four-sheet  curling 
rink  with  artificial  ice  and  a new  outdoor  swimming  pool. 

There  are  1,100  homes  in  the  town  limits  with  the  average  rent 
for  a four  or  a five  room  house  being  $60  to  $85  per  month.  During  1960 
construction  permits  valued  at  $846,000  were  issued  with  approximately 
80  per  cent  of  the  homes  being  owner-occupied. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a mayor,  elected  for  a two-y^ar  term  and 
six  councillors,  two  elected  each  year  for  a three-year  term.  The  secretary- 
treasurer  carries  out  the  policy  set  by  the  council. 

10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

The  town  is  incorporated  in  the  Battle  River  Planning  Commission. 

Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Alberta  Electrical  Protection  Act. 

Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Provincial  Health  Regulations. 

The  town  has  its  own  police  department  consisting  of  one  chie, 
and  four  constables.  Three  R.  C.  M.  P.  police  the  highway  and  rural  points. 

11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

There  is  a volunteer  fire  chief  and  30  volunteer  firemen  who  are 
paid  by  the  hour  for  fire  services  and  by  the  year  for  practices. 

Fire  equipment  consists  of : One  GMC  fire  truck  rated  at  500  gallons 
per  minute  at  55  to  62  lbs.  P.  S.  I.  with  350  gallon  water  tank.  A 1952  La 
France  fire  truck  rated  at  500  gallons  per  minute  with  a 500  gallon  tank. 

Fifty  fire  hydrants  are  strategically  located  throughout  the  town. 

A fire  zoning  by-law  is  in  effect  in  Ponoka. 

The  fire  insurance  rates  are  the  same  as  those  in  both  Calgary  and 
Edmonton, 


12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 


1961  Net  Assessment 

Land,  100  percent  value  $1,287,000 

Improvements,  60  percent  of  value  3,913,000 


Total  Assessment  $5,200,000 

Mill  Rate: 


Municipal  — 22  School — 38 

Hospital  — 3 

Total  — 

63  mills 

13.  AREAS 

Area  of  town  

1,399  acres 

Streets  and  lanes  

Parks  and  playgrounds  . 

25.5  acres 

Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes 

Bituminous  Bituminous 

Permanent  Surfaces 

Gravel 

Total 

Provincial  Main  

. ...  1.24 

1.24 

Provincial  Secondary  . . 

. . . . 3.69 

3.69 

Local  Roads  and  Streets 

. . . . 1.00  2.77 

13.13 

16.90 

Public  Lanes  and  Alleys  . 

7.17 

7.17 

Total  Roads  and  Streets 

. . . . 5.93  2.77 

20.30 

29.00 

There  are  approximately 

10  miles  of  concrete 

sidewalk  with  con- 

crete  curbs  and  gutters. 

14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  sewers 

4.03  miles 

Sanitary  sewers 

13.02  miles 

Water  mains 

13.62  miles 

15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  2,300  volt  power  is  purchased  by  the  town 
from  Calgary  Power  Limited.  The  town  distributes  power  to  the  local  resi- 
dents. 

No.  of  Service  Connections  Type  of  Service  Rates  per  K.W.H. 

1,172  Domestic  4.05c  to  IV2C 

186  Commercial  6.  c to  l^c 

58  Power  4 c to  12/3c 


PONOKA  BOASTS  MODERN  BUSINESS  DISTRICTS 


Total  current  purchased  by  the  town  during  1960,  5,846,000  K.W.H. 
Ponoka  has  an  excellent  modem  street  lighting  system  with  large  percent- 
age modern  mercury  vapour  lamps. 


16.  WATER 


Water  is  obtained  from  three  wells:  215,  180  and  189  feet  deep 
They  have  8-inch  casings  with  four  turbine  pumps.  The  wells  are  rated  at 
a combined  capacity  of  600,000  gallons  per  24  hours.  The  capacity  of  the 
deep  well  pumps  200  imperial  gallons  per  minute.  Booster  pumps  (2) 
capacity  500  gallons  per  minute.  The  water  is  pumped  into  a 50,000  gallon 
elevated  tower,  a 50,000  gallon  underground  reservoir  and  a 200,000  gallon 
underground  reservoir. 

A survey  has  been  compiled  for  the  town  on  the  possibility  of 
using  the  water  from  the  Battle  River  for  use  by  the  town.  Average  daily 
estimated  flow  is  65  million  gallons. 


Water  rates: 

Residential  and  Commercial. 

First  2,500  imperial  gallons  (monthly  minimum  — $3. 
Next  2,500  imperial  gallons  at  $1  per  M imperial  gallons. 
Over  5000  imperial  gallons  at  .75  per  M.  imperial  gallon 
No  service  charge. 

Sewer  Rates : 

Monthly. 

Domestic  - $1.50 
Commercial  - $1  to  $25. 

Water  Analysis 


Total  Solids  

Ignition  Los»s  

Hardness  

Sulphates  

Chlorides  

Alkalinity  

Nature  of  Alkalinity — Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

Nitrates  

Nitrites 

Iron  

Flourine  


Parts  per  million 

742 

6 

12 

117 

9 

490 

, Lime  and  Magnesium. 

nil 

nil 

08 

08 


Remarks — Chemically  this  water  is  suitable  after  iron  content  has 
been  settled  out. 


17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  is  supplied  under  a franchise  by  Northwestern  Utilities 

Limited. 

Rate  No.  1 — General  Rate 

Available  to  all  customers. 

First  20  therms  or  less  used  per  month  — $3.00. 

All  additional  therms  used  per  month  — 4.5c  per  therm. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  — $3.00. 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date  the  charge 
per  therm,  other  than  the  first  20  therms  shall  be  increased  by  0.3c  and  the 
gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 

Rate  No.  2 — Optional  Rate 

Available  on  annual  contract  to  all  customers  whose  annual  con- 
sumption is  more  than  11,900  therms. 


Fixed  charge  — $20.00  per  month. 

Pins  commodity  charge  — 2.7c  per  therm.  «<  * 

Minimum  monthly  charge  — $20.00. 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date  the  ..charge 
per  therm  shall  be  increased  by  0.2c  and  the  gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall 
apply. 

Rate  No.  3 — Optional  High  Load  Factor  Rate 

Available  on  annual  contract  to  all  customers  whose  annual  con- 
sumption is  more  than  100,000  therms  and  whose  total  consumption  during 
the  six  meter  reading  periods  ending  in  May,  June,  July,  August,,. September 
and  October,  is  not  less  than  40  per  cent  of  their  total  consumption  during 
the  year. 

Fixed  charge  — $20.00  per  month  plus  22c  per  month  per  therm  of 
maximum  12  hour  demand. 

Commodity  charge  for  all  consumption  — 1.7c  per  therm. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  — fixed  charge. 

The  maximum  12-hour  demand:  shall  be  the  greatest  amount  of  gas 
in  therms  delivered  in  any  12  consecutive  hours  during  the  current  billing 
period  or  the  preceding  eleven  billing  periods  as  determined  by  the  company 
by  measurement.  The  maximum  12-hour  demand  of  a new  consumer  of 
gas  shall  be  estimated  by  the  company.  Provided  that  the  company  may, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Public  Utility  Commissioners,  take  into 
consideration  in  determining  the  fixed  charge  the  effect  of  the  customer’s 
demand  for  gas  upon  the  company’s  peak  load. 

General  Conditions  Affecting  Rate  No.  2 and  No.  3 

These  rates  are  aA^ailable  only  on  annual  contract  which  shall  con- 
tinue from  year  to  year  thereafter  until  either  party  shall  give  to  the  other 
party,  at  least  thirty  days  prior  to  the  expiration  of  any  such  year,  a1  writ i 
notice  of  desire  to  terminate  same  whereupon  at  the  expiration  of  such  year, 
it  shall  cease  and  determine. 

18 . LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Cattle,  hogs,  sheep,  horses,  dairy  products,  poultry,  eggs,  honey, 
cereals,  lumber,  posts,  sand  gravel,  oil  and  gas. 

19.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal 

Post  Office,  RCMP  Detachment,  17  Field  Dressing  Station  Armories. 


MODERN  HOMES  IN  ATTRACTIVE  RESIDENTIAL  DISTRICTS 


Provincial 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Provincial  Treasury  Branch,  Dist- 
rict Agriculturist,  Game  Warden,  Liquor  Vendor,  Civil  Defence,  Wetok, 
Health  Unit  (sub-office). 

Municipal 

County  of  Ponoka  No.  3,  Fire  Hall,  Town  Hall,  Committee  Room, 
Secretary-Treasurer,  Works  Department,  Police  Department,  Food  Inspector, 
Medical  Health  Officer,  Electric  Light  and  Power  Department,  Waterworks 
and  Service  Department,  Ponoka  Municipal  Library,  Recreation  Director. 

20.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Ponoka  Municipal  Hospital  is  fully  modern  and  is  equipped 
with  the  latest  equipment.  There  are  54  beds  and  10  bassinets.  The  Wetoka 
Health  Unit  has  a sub-office  in  the  town  and  one  nurse. 

Other  Services 

Six  doctors,  2 dentists,  1 chiropractor,  3 veterinarians,  1 dietician, 
2 drug  stores,  1 optometrist. 

21.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 


(Excluding  Health  Services) 

Auditors  and  Public  Accountants  2 

Barristers  and  Solicitors  2 

Barber  Shops  3 

Beauty  Parlors  3 

Watch  Repairs  2 

Retreading  and  Vulcanizing  2 

22.  TRANSPORTATION 


Canadian  Pacific  Railway— Three  passenger  train  operating  be- 
tween Edmonton  and  Calgary  daily  each  way.  All  stop  at  Ponoka.  Freight 
and  express  service  daily  in  addition. 

Greyhound  Bus  Lines — Seven  buses  daily  each  way  from  Edmonton 
and  Calgary. 

Taxi — two  stands,  three  cabs 

Trucking — Freight  hauling  from  Edmonton  to  Calgary.  Two  local 
trucking  companies  freighting  to  Edmonton  and  Red  Deer,  five  vans. 
Local  delivery  service. 

Aircraft — Airfield  one  mile  south  of  town  for  light  aircraft 

23.  NEWSPAPERS 

Ponoka  Herald — Weekly. 

AD  JOURNAL 

Ponoka  News  and  Advertiser- — Weekly,  (mimeographed). 

24.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Telegraphs,  Alberta  Government  Tele- 
phones, Post  Office,  Air  Mail  through  Post  Office,  nearest  radio  station  CBN 
(transmitter  at  Lacombe  17  miles  south),  Nearest  TV  Station  at  Red  Deer 
CHCA-TV. 

25.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Canadian  Imperial  Bank  of  Commerce,  Alberta  Government  Treas- 
ury Branch,  Two  Credit  Unions),  Bank  of  Montreal. 


26. 

HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms 

Single  Rate 

Beer  License 

Royal  34 

$2.50  up 

yes 

Leland  25 

$2.50  up 

yes 

CM 

TOURIST  CAMPS 

No.  of  Units 

Grade 

Rates 

Oasis  Motel  5 

4 star 

$5.00  up 

Ponoka  Tourist  Camp  10 

1 star 

$3.00  up 

Trel’s  Motel  8 

2 star 

$6.00  up 

The  Ponoka  Tourist  Court  also  has 

trailer  and 

tent  space  available 

with  kitchen  shelter  and  stove. 

28. 

CHURCHES 

Roman  Catholic,  Anglican,  Baptist, 

Pentecostal, 

United,  Open  Bible, 

Lutheran  (3  Churches,  4 congregations) 

29.  LODGES 

Masons,  Elks,  Oddfellows,  Modern  Woodmen,  Eastern  Star,  Royal 
Purple,  Rebekahs,  Moose,  Foresters. 

30.  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Lions,  Canadian  Legion,  I.O.D.E.,  Kinsmen,  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

31.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Red  Cross,  Athletic  Association,  Ponoka  Gun  Club,  (affiliated  witbi 
Alberta  Fish  and  Game  Association,  Oldtimers  Association,  Arena  Society, 
Agricultural  Society,  Horticultural  Society,  Rest  Room  Association, 
Ponoka  Stampede  and  Exhibition  Association,  Recreation  Commission,  Fish 
and  Game  Association. 

32.  EDUCATION 

The.  Ponoka  schools  are  a unit  of  the  County  of  Ponoka  No.  3.  Grades 
I to  XII  are  taught  along  with  the  following  optional  subjects:  Typing,  art, 
drama,  bookkeeping,  home  economies  and  shop.  Music  teachers  are  also  avail- 
able for:  voice,  piano,  violin  and  wind  instruments. 


MODERN  SCHOOLS  MEET  EDUCATIONAL  NEEDS 


The  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows : 


Grade  No.  of 


Teachers 


No.  of  Pupils 


Elementary 
Junior  High 
High 


1-6 

7-9 

10-12 


29 

13 

10 


812 

357 

232 


33.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 


Capacity 


Stage 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 


Piano 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 


Capitol 
Legion  Hall 
Elks  Hall 
I.O.O.F.  Hall 
United  Church  Hall 
Anglican  Church  Hall 
Drive-In  Theatre 


550 

250 

550 

250 

400 


34.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 


The  Ponoka  Jubilee  Library  is  a unit  of  the  Parkland  Regional 
Library.  The  library  is  sponsored  by  the  town,  county,  provincial  govern- 
ment grant  and  membership  fees.  The  books  are  changed  with  other  lib- 
raries in  the  region.  It  is  open  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  from  2:30  pm 
to  5 p.m.  and  7 :30  p.m.  to  9 p.m. 


A recreation  director  is  responsible  for  all  sport  activities  in  the  town 


Other  activities : Ponoka  Band,  local  orchestras,  drama  and  art 
in  the  school. 

35.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys — Air  Cadets,  Scouts,  Cubs,  4-H  Clubs,  Church  Clubs 
Girls — Guides,  Brownies,  4-H  Clubs,  CGIT  and  other  Church  Clubs 


36.  SPORTS 

Hockey,  (senior  and  junior),  baseball  (senior  and  junior),  golf, 


softball,  tennis,  curling,  figure  skating. 

Facilities— Covered  curling  rink,  four  sheets  of  artificial  ice. 
Covered  hockey  arena,  artificial  ice,  seating  capacity  2,000.  Swimming  pool, 
children’s  wading  pool,  three  playgrounds;  nine-hole  golf  course,  sand 
greens  and  club  house. 


37.  FAIRS 


4-H  Club  Achievement  Days. 
Stampede — Annual  2-day  event. 


38.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Fort  Ostell — One  mile  south  on  the  Edmonton-Calgary  highway. 

39.  CO-OPERATIVES 


United  Grain  Growers. 

Ponoka  Co-operative  Association  (General  store). 
Central  Alberta  Dairy  Pool. 

Ponoka  Co-operative  Livestock  Marketing  Association. 
Ponoka  Co-op  Oils  Ltd. 

Alberta  Wheat  Pool. 


40.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 
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Abattoir  111- 

Accountants  3 - - - 

Ad  Journal  1 - - - 

Auctioneers  2 - - - 

Auction  Markets  1 - - - 

Automatic  Coin  Wash 1 - - - 

Bakeries  2 2 2 2 

Banks  4 - - - 

Barbers  3 - - - 

Boat  Builders  11-1 

Butchers  3 - - 3 

Cartage  Delivery  2 - - - 

Clothing  — men’s  3 - - 3 

Clothing  — women’s 

and  children’s  4 - - 4 

Chiropractors  1 - - - 

Concrete  Block  & Tile  __  1 1 1 1 

Confectionery  3 - - 3 

Coal  Dealers  1 - - 1 

Cold  Storage  Lockers 1111 

Creameries  1 1 1 1 

Dentists  2 - - - 

Department  Stores  1 - - 1 

Doctors  6 - - - 

Drugs  2 - - 2 

Egg  Grading  Stations 1 - 1 - 

Electrical  Appliances  2 - - 2 

Electrical  Contractors  __  3 - - - 

Engineering  Works  111- 

Feed  Mills  2 2 2 2 

Florists  2 - - 2 

Funeral  Parlors  1 - - - 

Furniture  Stores  4 - - 4 

Garage  and  Service 

Stations  13  - - 13 

Grain  Elevators  5 - - - 

(Total  capacity  540,000  bu.) 

Greenhouses  2 2 2 2 

Groceries  10  - - 10 

Hair  Dressers  4 - - - 

Hardware  4 - - 4< 

Hatcheries  111- 

Hotels  2 - - - 
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Implements  — farm  6 - - 6 

Insurance  and  Real 

Estate  4 - - - 

Jewellers  2 - - 2 

Law  Offices  2 - - - 

Laundry — dry  cleaners  __  2 2 - 2 

Liquor  Store  1 - - 1 

Livestock  Buyers  3 - - - 

Lumber  Yards  4 - 4 4 

Milk  Distributors  1111 

Needlecraft  1 - - 1 

Weekly  Newspapers  1 - - - 

Optometrist  1 - - - 

Oil  Distributors  5-55 

Painters  and  Decorators  _ 1 - - - 

Plumbers  2 - - - 

Pool  Rooms  2 - - - 

Printing  Shops  2 2 2 2 

Propane  Gas 

Distributors  2-22 

Photographers  2 - - - 

Radio  Repairs  2 - - - 

Restaurants  7 - - - 

Seed  Cleaning  Plants 2 2 2 - 

Sash  and  Door  1111, 

Shoe  Repairs  2 111 

Shoe  Stores  1 - - 1 

Livestock  Watering 

Trough  Manufacturer  _ 1 1 1 - 

Tailor  Shop  2 - - 2 

Theatres  2 - - - 

Tinsmith  1111 

Transport  1 - - - 

Variety  Stores  2 - - 2 

Veterinary  3 - - 

Vulcanizing  1-11 

Vulcanizing  and 

Retreading  1 - - - 

Welding  and  Machine 

Shops  2 2 - - 

Wholesale  Tobacconist  __  1 - 1 - 

Woodworking  3 3 3 3 

Hair  Dressers  4 - - 4 


41.  SITES 

Ponoka  can  offer  excellent  industrial  sites  with  trackage,  high- 
ways, and  all  utilities  including  gas  and  considerable  industrial  ground 
and  river  water.  . Detailed  information  on  ground  water  can  be  supplied 


through  the  Alberta  Research  Council.  Home  sites  for  employees  can  also 
be  secured  with  all  utilities  at  a normal  cost. 

42.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

The  Provincial  Mental  Hospital  which  is  located  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  town,  is  operated  by  the  Provincial  Government.  The  staff  at  the 
hospital  is  450  persons  of  which  the  majority  live  in  the  town  limits. 

Grain  is  still  a relatively  important  source  of  farm  cash  income  in 
the  Ponoka  district.  In  1950  farm  receipts  were  approximately  as  follows: 
grain  40  per  cent,  cattle  30  per  cent,  hogs  16  per  cent,  dairying  10  per  cent 
and  other  4 per  cent 

In  1960  the  average  size  of  farm  in  Ponoka  County  was  372  acres. 
About  9 per  cent  of  all  farms  were  operated  by  non-resident  farmers.  Nearly 
three-quarters  of  the  land  occupied  was  owned  by  the  operator,  about  60 
per  cent  was  improved.  Seventy  per  cent  of  the  improved  area  was  in 
crops,  18  per  cent  was  fallow  and  12  per  cent  in  pasture.  The  area  in  prin- 
cipal crops  per  farm  were : wheat  10  acres,  oats  32  acres,  barley  61  acres, 
and  improved  hay  and  pasture,  50  acres.  The  number  of  livestock  per  farm 
was  as  follows : cattle  31,  hogs  19,  sheep  5,  horses  2.  There  was  an  average 
of  about  100  hens  and  chickens  per  farm. 

Farm  mechanization  in  the  County'  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that 
there  are  1.2  tractors  per  farm  compared  with  2 horses.  Trucks  are  man 
tained  on  60  per  cent  of  all  farms,  30  per  cent  use  combines  and  57  per  cent 
are  electrified. 

43.  TRADING  AREA 

The  trading  area  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Hobbema ; on  the  west 
by  Rimbey;  on  the  east  bv  Bashaw;  and  on  the  south  by  Morningside. 

44.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1956  census — 14,499. 

Town  populataion,  1956  census — 3,387. 

Town  population,  May,  1961 — 4,239,  local  census. 


SUMMER  RECREATIONAL  OPPORTUNITIES  INCLUDE 
SWIMMING  IN  THIS  MODERN  POOL 
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